
CROPP Cooperative 
Humane treatment 

Beef, swine, broilers, and turkey 
 

The relationship between animals and the land is at the foundation of CROPP 

Cooperative’s organic philosophy and production model. Healthy foods begin with 

healthy soils that feed healthy plants that feed healthy animals. In turn, the animals give 

nutrients back to the soil and complete the organic nutrient cycle. CROPP Cooperative’s 

production standards and animal wellness guidelines help our farmers to maximize the 

health and wellness of their animals. 

 

Beef 

CROPP Cooperative has a strong pasture policy.  Pasture quality is important in 

providing superior nutrition for livestock.  Access to pasture provides exercise, 

strengthens bodies and maximizes health. Producers must provide at least eight 

continuous hours of darkness or the natural day / night cycle per day to allow animals 

adequate rest periods. 

 

Housing must be managed with enough bedding to maintain comfort, and clean, dry, 

livestock. Cattle must be provided clean, dry bedding at ALL times when in a dry lot. 

 

Tail docking is prohibited for cattle due to pain, suffering, and lack of ability to swish 

flies. 

 

Face branding of beef cattle is prohibited.  Branding is discouraged if not required by 

law. Freeze branding is recommended over hot iron as it is less painful. Producers are 

encouraged to identify animals by the least painful or invasive method. 

 

Farmers are encouraged to breed polled animals eliminating the need to remove horns. 

Animals being dehorned who are over six months of age must be given Dull-It or a 

lidocaine nerve block by a veterinarian or trained personnel to relieve pain.  



Pain management with lidocaine nerve block or Dull-it is encouraged for any and all 

painful procedures.  

 

Beef calves must be left with the dam for at least 6 months.  Fence line weaning or the 

use of a non-piercing anti-nursing device is recommended as these are the least stressful 

methods. 

 

The use of nose-leaders is allowed only where the safety of animals or workers is 

threatened and where its use is least traumatic. The use of a halter is strongly 

recommended when the head needs to be restrained. 

  

Swine 

Outdoor access is important for maximizing animal health and immunity. Animals need 

and enjoy exercise, sunlight, fresh air, and contact with the earth.  Access to the outdoors 

allows for the expression of natural behaviors and relieves boredom. Animals must have 

access to the outdoors on a daily basis as appropriate with regard to age of animal and 

weather conditions. 

 

Pasture quality is important in providing superior nutrition for swine.  Farmers are 

encouraged to keep all sows and piglets out on pasture during the grazing season. 

 

Shade is vitally important for swine as they do not have sweat glands and sunburn easily.  

Swine will instinctively use mud wallows for cooling and to prevent sunburn.  Swine 

may suffer heat stroke and death when heat is extreme.  Producers are encouraged to 

allow swine to wallow. During stressful heat conditions access to shade is required. In 

addition misting, sprinklers, mud wallows, extra ventilation, and /or sprinklers should be 

provided.  

 

Swine should be provided enough space to ensure their comfort and well-being. All 

swine should be clean, dry, comfortable, and able to lie down fully stretched, stand up, 

turn around, groom, and express other natural behaviors. 



Farrowing sows must be provided with a minimum of 48 square feet per animal for no 

more than two weeks before moving to group lactation pens. 

Tail docking is prohibited due to pain and suffering. 

 

Tooth clipping is allowed within one week of birth. Many producers do not clip teeth and 

have no problems.  Producers are encouraged to forego this procedure.  

 

To permit natural rooting behavior whenever possible without destroying permanent 

pasture environment.  If a sacrifice pasture is available, this is ideal as swine can root 

freely.  If not, a septum ring is recommended as it allows swine to root gently without 

destroying the pasture.   

 

Electric fences, gates, and prods must be used only in accordance with manufacturer’s 

instructions and must be avoidable by swine. Prods or other electrical devices must not be 

used to move swine at any time.  Medical use of electric prods is acceptable.  Electric 

prods may be used only when swine are down and will make no effort to get up on their 

own.  Prodding attempts should stop when swine make no attempt to get up and away 

from the prod.  

 

Broiler chickens and turkeys 
 

Day-old chicks must be fed a 100% certified organic ration from the day they arrive until 

they are processed. 

 

The withholding of feed and water is prohibited. 

 

Animal by-products, including fish meal and crab meal, are not allowed in broiler rations. 

 

Producers must provide their birds a balanced diet formulated for the birds’ specific stage 

of growth 

 

Rations must not contain grains derived from genetically modified organisms 



 

The use of antibiotics and growth stimulants are strictly prohibited. 

Broiler chickens must be provided at least one square foot of space indoors. 

Light turkeys (<18 lbs) must be provided at least 2.0 sq. ft. per bird indoors.  

Heavy turkeys (>18 lbs) must be provided at least 2.5 sq. ft. per bird indoors.    

The outdoor space requirement is equivalent to the indoor space requirement. 

 

Producers are encouraged to provide more space than the minimum, and to rotate their 

birds between several paddocks to keep pastures green and healthy.  

 

Birds must have access to the outdoors once they are fully feathered. This requirement is 

seasonal and weather-permitting. 

 

Birds must have access to natural light. Buildings must have either windows or curtains 

to allow sunlight into the building. Blackout conditions are prohibited. 

 

Facilities must be well ventilated to prevent ammonia build up in the air and litter. 

 

Sick or injured birds must be euthanized in a humane and timely manner. 

 

 

 


